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ISSUES CALL TO UNORGANIZED 


OKLAHOMA PROBLEMS UNDER 
DISCUSSION 


Muskogee, Okla.: Preparations are under- 
way here for the holding of the Southern 
Tenant Farmers’ Union State Convention. 
Central Councils have been set up in Musko- 
gee County. Bryan County and others are 
scheduled for the coming month. Though 
at this writing the date for the state con- 
vention has not been set, tentative arrange- 
ments for holding the convention in Mc- 
Alester have been announced by the com- 
mittee in charge. 

In spite of discouragements due to job- 
holding fly-by-night organizers whose only 
thought is to place in power some grafting 
politician, the Southern Tenant Farmers’ 
Union in Oklahoma, as elsewhere, holds out 
the only hope of success to the class of 
workers it represents, : 

The S. T. F. U. is independant. It owes 
no allegiance to any political party or group. 
It is not interested in advancing the inter- 
ests of any one set of men. It will take no 
action on the political field until such time 
as the workers and farmers set up a party 
of their own that they themselves control. 

The S. T. F. U. is dedicated to securing 
better conditions for those who toil in the 
fields. Membership is open to tenants, farm 
laborers and part time workers. Our pro- 
gram is designed for our people regardless 
of race, politics or religious beliefs. 


REBEL RAMBLERS IN 
MUSKOGEE, OKLA. 


The Rebel Ramblers 
Labor Entertainers 


Will Entertain Workers At Odd 
Fellows Hall 
February 10th, 8:00 p.m. 
Public Speaking by Informed 
Labor Leaders 
Auspices S. T. F. U. Muskogee 
Agricultural Workers Union 


FREE ADMISSION 


L. L, Gollehan, Rt. 3, Box 78 Post Texas, 
Member of the Central Defense Committee 
of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union is 
now busy organizing the Union on the West 
Plains. Mr.’ Gollehan is a farm worker him- 
self and knows the problems of his people. 
He is an excellent speaker, one who has 
the ability to put his message across. Texas 
farm workers, tenants and sharecroppers 
who are ready to help organize the union 
should get in touch with our Texas or- 
ganizers at the above address. j 


MINER’S UNION LEADER 
ADDRESSES CONVENTION 


David Fowler, District President of the 
United Mine Workers of America, brought 
to the 120 delegates of the §. T. F. U. con- 
vention, a message from the underground 
workers of the coal fields. Mr. Fowler stat- 
ed in his address that he represented of- 
ficially John L. Lewis, National President 
of the United Mine Workers of America 
and the half million coal diggers in his or- 
ganization. 


Mr. Fowler pledged the support of the 
U. M. W. A. in the efforts of the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union to better conditions 
for the workers of the cotton fields. 
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CENTRAL DEFENSE COMMITTEE 
ORGANIZED 


‘One of the most constructive pieces of 
work of the Second Annual Convention of 
the Southern Farmers’ Union was the set- 
ting up of a Central Defense Committee. 
Instructions for formation of Loca] De- 
fense Committees have been mailed each 
Union local. Howard. Kester is Secretary of 
the Central organization. 
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CONFERENCE HELD 


Conferences of organizers, secretaries, 
women’s department workers, etc. were held 
while the Convention was in session. Plans 
for carrying out the work of the Union 


were made. 


SEE PAGES 3 AND 4 
Arkansas Terror News 
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STATE LABOR DEPARTMENT 
CHIEFS ADDRESS FARM 
WORKERS 


The evening session of January 4th was 
ses by the Labor Com- 
missioners of the State of Arkansas, H. C. 

m and &, I. McKinley who spoke on 


given over to add 


the “Relations of the Department of Labor 
and An’ open 
forum was held with Mr. Malcom generous- 
ly answering all questions and giving ad- 
vice to our people in regard to their rights 
under the Labor Laws of Arkansas. 


the Tenant in Arkansas.” 


Resolution Announces Campaign of 
S. T. F. U. to Build Mighty 
Union In Cotton Fields 


Little Rock, Ark., January 5—Call- 
ing upon all farm workers of the 
Southern States to organize under its 
banners, the Southern Tenant Farm- 
ers’ Union in a resolution adopted at 
its closing session recited the growth 
of the Union from its humble beginning back 
in 1984 with 17 white and Negro workers 
who formed its first local, to its present 
membership of 25,000 with over two hund- 
red locals. 


With a mandate from the labor move- 
ment and the confidence of its own mem- 
bership a ringing call was issued to all non- 
union farm workers to organize under its 


banners. The resolution further stated that __ 


the Southern Tenant Farmers Union again 
pledged itself to co-operate with all genuine 
farm workers groups and to build solidar- 
ity with organized labor thru-out America. 


—$ 


STATE FEDERATION EXTENDS 
WELCOME 


C. L. Herrington of the Arkansas Federa- 
tion of Labor and W. E. Green, former 
State President of the Federation delivered 
addresses on behalf of the Arkansas Labor 
movement welcoming the delegates to the 
convention. 

ee ee eS 
TEACHERS ENDORSE WORK OF 
SPs POs ; 


Claude C. Williams, Vice-President of the 
American Federation of Teachers and Mr. 
Van Pelt of the Arkansas Teachers Federa- 
tion brought greetings from their organiza- 
tions. 

0. 
LABOR LEADERS ON 
CONVENTION FLOOR 


Representatives of the Shareecroppers Un- 
ion of Alabama, Workers Alliance of Amer- 
ica, The Workmens Union, Agricultural 
Workers Union, and numerous other lead- 
ers of the farm and labor movement were 
present and demonstrated their support of 
our cause. In the closing session the Secre- 
tary of the State Federation, Mr. H. M. 
Thackery, pledged support to the S. T. F. 
U. in all its endeavors to better conditions 
througout the State of Arkansas. 
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REPORT OF WASHINGTON 
DELEGATION 


By H. L. MITCHELL 


Immediately following the new reign of 
terror in Arkansas, Howard Kester, Secre- 
tary of the Central Defense Committee and 
H. L. Mitchell, Union Secretary, were called 
to Washington, D. C. for important confer- 
ences. They were aided greatly by Gardner 
Jackson of the National Committee on Rur- 
al and Social Planning in securing a hear- 
ing with important people in the United 
States Government. Mr, Jackson who has 
been acting as the Washington representa- 
tive of the S. T. F. U. is a former official 
of the Department of Agriculture and is 
a noted defender of the rights of people. 
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KESTER SPEAKS IN 
WASHINGTON 


A meeting was held in the “Friends 
House,” (President Hoover’s old church.) 
on January 80th with the subject “For 
Sharecroppers’ Rights,” and was well at- 
tended by Washington people. Besides the 
speakers for the Southern Tenant Farmers’ 
Union, the following prominent citizens 
were on the program:— 


Francis J. Gorman, Vice-President 
of the United Textile Workers of 
America, who represented the Union 
of workers in the cotton mills who 
manufacture the cotton we produce. 
Mrs. Caroline O’Day, Congresswoman 
from New York. (Mrs. O’Day is a 
native of Georgia, and a “personal 
friend of Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt.) 

Arthur Keep, Editor of the “Rail- 
road Telegrapher,’ paper published 
by the Telegraph Workers Union. 

Gardner Jackson, Former Assistant 
Counsel of the A.A.A,. 

Miss Dorothy Detzer of the Wo- 
men’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom. Miss Detzer acted as 
‘Chairman. 


Miss Detzer’s organization is devoted to 
the cause of peace among nations and peo- 
ple and is one of the strongest in the world. 
Members of the §. T. F. U. who took part 
in the picketing of the A.A.A. last May will 
remember Miss Detzer and her staff for 
the courtesy shown us at that time. The 
meeting was under the auspices of the 
Friends Peace Committee, National Com- 
mittee for Rural Social Planning, and the 
Women’s International Leayue. Much in- 
terest was aroused at this gathering in the 
eapitol of the United States. 
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THANK GOD FOR THE UNION 


A family was visited by the Relief Com- 
mittee who brought them food. The mother 
told the gentleman who headed the party, 
“The Lord must have sent you.” “No”, he 
replied, “the Union sent me.” “Well, thank 
God for the Union,” the woman answered 
as the men left the Cabin. 
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INTERVIEWS WITH RELIEF 
OFFICIALS 


In a Conference with Mr. Aubrey Williams 
and others of the W. P. A. Relief Adminis- 
tration, the representatives of the S, T. F. 
U. made little headway. The story of the 
evietion of hundreds of Union members was 
listened to with apparent interest by Mr. 
Williams. Mr. Williams called the Arkansas 
W. P. A. Administrator, Mr, Floyd Sharp, 
(successor of the late Administrator Dyess), 
and was informed that the W. P. A. had 
supplied the evicted families with houses 
and food. On checking this story by tele- 
graphing the Union office for an investiga- 
tion, we found this statement to be a bare- 
faced lie. No aid had been given, and no one 
had seen an investigator. 

On Monday morning we again interviewed 
Mr. Williams. Mr. Sharp had been called to 
Washington, bringing a report admitting 
that 41 legal evictions were scheduled. His 
investigators had interviewed about 25 “re- 
putable citizens” in Crittendon and Cross 
Counties (no worker is a citizen, let alone 
reputable), and had returned to Little Rock 
with a report based on statements made 
wholly by planters. They had looked in on 
the tent colony and saw that the people 
were in tents and had as food a small pile 
of corn as well as a few chickens and live 
stock, and since bread and meat were there 
and a tent concluded that they were due no 
help. The report was so very biased that 
even Williams could not accept it as cor- 
rect. 
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HOW TO GET ON RELIEF IN 
ARKANSAS 


‘We were told in Washington that evicted 
people or others who have no means of liv- 
elihood should apply to the County Welfare 
Board for “certification.” If this application 
is made and is turned down, the applicant 
then has a right to appeal to State and 
National set-ups for justice, This form of 
procedure must be followed by all Union 
men who try to get on relief. Farm workers 
should apply for aid under the Resettlement 
Administration, 
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ARKANSAS REHABILITATION 
FARMS 


Many persons have been evicted from 
plantations in Eastern Arkansas known as 
Government Farms. These farms have proy- 
ed to be nothing more than plantations 
operated by private planters. A special form 
of Rehabilitation Farming wherein the Gov- 
ernment supplied the money and relief of- 
ficials operated them as graft for them- 
selves, has been uncovered. 

These farms were operated as the Ar- 
kansas Rehabilitation Corporation. Evident- 
ly this corporation was formed by the Ar- 
kansas relief officials with the hope of 
profit to themselves. Thousands of acres of 
swamp lands were sold to the Corporation. 
Dyess Colony in Mississippi County was es- 
tablished in the midst of a slough, Hund- 


TENT COLONY SET UP 


Parkin, Ark.—The Church Emergency Re- 
lief Committee headed by the Reverend 
James Myers, Industrial Secretary of the 
Federal Council Churches of Christ, and 
many individuals sympathizing with the 
evicted sharecroppers on the C. H. Dibble 
plantation supplied funds to erect a tent 
colony for the 105 people who were thrown 
on the roadside near here on January ......... 

The Union, though it strained every re- 
source, was unable to raise the large bond 
to post in court to prevent C. H. Dibble 
from evicting these Union men without set- 
tlement for wages due them. The Complaint 
which was filed jn Cross County Circuit 
Court against them stated that these men, 
as members of the Southern Tenant Farm- 
ers’ Union had “banded themselves togeth- 
er in a conspiracy to retain possession of 
their homes and jobs.” 


Men, women and children sat on the road- 
side for two days and nights in bitter cold 
weather. Homes and jobs were offered them 
at a price. “Leave the Union and we will 
give you a place,’ said the planters. “We 
have suffered and starved, and we ain't 
going back on the Union now,” was the 
answer. 28 little children were in the crowd, 
several less. than a year old, Their mothers 
had to hold them in their arms to prevent 
the little ones from freezing. They could 
not be laid on the cold ground to take pneu- 
monia and die. 

The Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union is 
proud of these men and women. They are 
an example for every one. Such devotion to 
their Union, in spite of suffering makes 
every one confident of the ultimate suc- 
cess of the workers cause. 

0. 


EVICTED AT POINT OF GUN 


Hez Redmond and George Fly, croppers 
on the H. F. Avery Plantation near Heth, 
Arkansas were first beaten with axhandles 
and shot at with pistols, then a notice to 
vacate was read to them by the Riding Boss, 
H. D. Torrance, while three men held shot- 
guns loaded with buckshot. Five other fam- 
ilies were given similar treatment. Two 
families, comprising nine people from this 
plantation are now living in one room of 
a house belonging to a fellow Union mem- 


ber. 
Se eee ee sae re 


reds of thousands of dollars were used, each 
farm unit costing so much that no farmer 
could ever hope to pay for it. Some of the 
officials, it is rumored, were under indict- 
ment for this legal steal, but it has been 
hushed up apparently as “higher-ups” were 
involved. 

We are told that the Corporation is soon 
to be liquidated and the Resettlement Ad- 
ministrator is to take over what is left 
of both human and material waste. Read 
the letter from one of the Rehabiliation 
clients who is also a Union member, pub- 
lished in this issue, and see what has hap- 
pened on one of these ‘iSo called” Govern- 
ment Farms. 
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PLANTERS RAID UNION 
MEETINGS 


Mobs of plantation owners in Crittendon 
County, Arkansas raided two meetings of 
the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union. How- 
ard Kester, Secretary ofthe Centra] De- 
fense Committee, and H. I. Goldberger, a 
Union lawyer, were dragged from the plat- 


form in a little church near Earle, Arkansas : 


and threatened with lynching while men, 
women and children, numbering about 500 
White and Negro workers gathered in the 
church were clubbed with axhandle and bill- 
ies. The mob was composed of about 20 
planters, so called “officers of the law,” 


. and riding bosses. Odis Belford ,L. L. Bar- 


ham, “Boss’’ Dulaney, L. L. Lancaster, Jer- 
ome Hood, Charlie Hood, Frank Hill and 
Earnest Richards led the gand while others 
of the mob stood by encouraging them by 
standing ready to shoot down the workers 
at the word of these cut-throats. 
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UNION MEN SHOT IN BACK BY 
OFFICERS 


A raid led by Constable Everett Hood on 
another meeting the night of Thursday, 
January 16th at St. Peters Church, Earle, 
Arkansas, resulted in the shooting in the 
back of two union men. Hood raided the 
meeting and brandishing a shotgun loaded 
with buck shot ordered the workers to dis- 
perse. Jim Ball, doorkeeper, took the gun 
away from him. Others in the raiding party 
then arrested Ball who is stil] held in jail 
waiting action of trumped up charges of 
assault with intent to kill, Returning hur- 
riedly from the trip to the jail J. D. Peach- 
ers, Deputy Sheriff and Constable Hood 
opened fire on members of the union who 
were returning home after the meeting and 
shot two men in the back while they were 
walking alongside the road. 
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JAIL MEN FOR REPORTING RAID 


Simon Bass, leader of the local and three 
other Union men were arrested upon their 
return from Memphis the next day where 
they had reported the raid to Union offic- 
ials. They were hurriedly tried and sent- 
enced in the planter’s court at Marion to 
one year in prison for “Rioting.’ They were 
not allowed legal counse] and were hurried- 
ly railroaded without even the customary 
legal forms. The case. has been appealed, 
and will be fought through the courts until 
these men are free. 


0 


UNION APPEALS TO 
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT 


A telegram to the President of the Unit- 
ed States, setting forth the facts of the 
ease and appealing for protection of con- 
stitutional rights of citizens was sent, and 


it is reported stirred Washington deeply. 


THE SHARECROPPERS’ VOICE 


' GOVERNOR OF ARKANSAS 
PROMISES ACTION 


Governor J, Marion Futrell, on the re- 
ceipt of a similar telegram, immediately 
replied to the Union office. We quote from 
his letter, “Tenant Farmers meeting to dis- 
cuss their situation and lawfully plan to 
improve their conditions in life are acting 
within their constitutional rights. Any per- 
son unlawfully interfering with these sacred 
rights commits a most serious crime, and 
should be. severely dealt with in accordance 
with the law.” The governor promised to 
investigate, and recommended that we call 
upon the Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, Den- 
ver Dudley, of Jonesboro to do his duty. 
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BENEATH DIGNITY OF DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY TO PROSECUTE 
OUTLAWS 


In a letter to the Secretary of the Union, 
Denver Dudley, District Attorney, gave 
dates of sessions of Grand Juries in differ- 
ent Counties where gangs of thugs aided 
and abetted by constituted authorities have 
violated the law, and stated that if we 
would bring before these planter controlled 
agencies any evidence it would be consid- 
ered. He declined to reply to a statement 
of facts given him of names of men and 
officials who took part in recent outbreaks 
of lawlessness stating, “I would not digni- 
fy the false, untrue and ridiculous state- 
ment against law enforcing officers of this 
district: with a reply.” 


Denver Dudley’s own works convict him 
of complicity in these crimes. He is politic- 
ally aligned with these gangs of outlaws 
and dares not do his sworn duty in up- 
holding the law of the land. 
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HEROIC EARLE LOCAL CARRIES 
ON 


In spite of illegal attacks, members of 
the Earle Local, Crittendon County, Arkan- 
sas are going forward, They are determined 
to defend their lives and their rights as 
American citizens against attacks by plan- 
tation interests. Members of the Union are 
ready to make a stand for decency, law and 
order in Crittendon County and elsewhere. 
At the meeting following the attack on the 
Union meeting at Earle, 71 white men and 
52 Negro workers applied for membership 
in the Earle Local. This brings added 
strength to the Union at a time when it is 
sorely needed, and will in all probability 
discourage further raids by planters gangs. 
White workers of the cotton fields are ral- 
lying to the support of Negro Locals every- 
where. 


Offers are made to furnish white mem- 
bers as guards to protect regular union 
meetings of locals composed entirely of 
Negro workers. White workers will take the 
lead in defense of our Common Rights as 
human beings. 
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LABOR LEADERS PLEDGE 
SUPPORT 


From Presidents of International Unions 
affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor, come letters pledging support for 
the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union, and 
from local and central Trades and Labor 
Unions thru out America come letters and 
telegrams pledging their aid to their fellow 
workers on the cotton plantations. The pow- 
erful American Labor movement is becom- 
ing aware of the situation and its members 
are adding their voices to those of other 
public spirited citizens thru out_our country, 
demanding that rights of American citizens 
be protected. 


CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGA- 
TION ASKED BY UNION 


Officials of the Southern Tenant Farm- 
ers’ Union are now in Washington seeking 
action on a resolution giving to a Congress- 
ional Committee power to investigate the” 
terrible conditions prevailing on cotton 
plantations of the South. It is reported that 
a large number of the more intelligent mem- 
bers of both the House and Senate are ter- 
ribly concerned about the state of affairs. 
This evidence of “Hitler over the planta- 
tions” is stirring all America. When offic- 
jals of government such as_ sherififs, 
openly boast that peaceable union meet- 
inge are to be broken up with machine guns 


and winchester rifles it is high time that__ 


American citizens look to their own liber- 
ties and stop these unAmerican and un- 


lawfu] proceedings before they spread thru - 


out the land. . 


EVICTIONS CONTINUE 


Hundreds of evictions are facing North- 
eastern Arkansas farm workers. Word has 
gone out that Union men must go. 41 legal 
evictions were admitted by biased W. P. A. 
investigators to have taken place in Crit- 
tendon County alone. Five families are now 
housed in a church building north of Earle 
on highway 75. A mother with eight child- 
ren lived in a cold unheated railway station 
for several days and it was not until money 
was raised by a Union local-for her to send 
a telegram tothe Governor of the 
‘State, that she was given aid by the 
mayor provided she did not send the 
wire. She had asked his aid only the day 
before, and been refused, Another union 
family, the widowed mother of seven child-~ 
ren, has been evicted and is now living in 
an old broken down shack. They were in 
desperate circumstances when reached by 
the Relief Committee. The only clothing 
owned by the children were torn overalls. 
None had underwear, and this in freezing 
weather. When one little boy was asked 
if he were not hungry, he replied, “No”, he 
had eaten some green beans for breakfast. 
“You had enought to eat then’? the inter- 
viewer continued. “No, sir, was the answer. 
We never have enough to eat,” 

This is in “America, Land of the Free” 
where men are beaten, shot, blacklisted, 
jailed and starved for daring to organize 
a Union, 
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AMERICA AWAKE 


We appeal] first to our Union members 
who are suffering at the hands of the Plan- 
tation owners. Do not commit a single un- 
lawful act. Your provocation is great. Your 
leaders ask for patience. We have confidence 
in our membership—they have confidence 
in us. The banner of the Southern Tenant 
Farmers’ Union is free from stain. We have 
a record to uphold. Bloodshed and violence 
are against every principle that we hold 
dear. Northeast Arkansas is ruled by blood- 
stained pirates and cut-throats but we have 
a destiny to fulfill,-We must make that 
rich and fertile land a decent place in which 
to live. We appeal to our merbers to help 
to bring law, order and decency to the cot- 
ton plantations. We, the people, “the shift- 
less,” the disinherited are the only force 
“working for law- and order. Courts and of- 
ficials are utterly corrupted. Every vestige 
of Americanism has disappeared. 


Secondly, we appeal to our friends—and 
they are many. Bring pressure to bear upon 
our Federal and State Governments. Seek 
to bring about the restoration of Civil Lib- 
erty to the disinherited citizens of North- 
eastern Arkansas. 


‘Our last appeal is to all decent and right 
thinking men and women in that section of 
the state regardless of class. We ask you 
who have the power to iprevent these crimes 
against the people to foree the courts to 
act, give protection to the people, guaran- 
tee the right of free speech and assembly 
to the disinherited sharecroppers, tenants 
and other farm workers. Would you want 

' your churches broken into, your homes de- 
stroyed by these planter mobs? Your own 
future liberties are at stake. Awake! do not 
allow these outlaws to remain in your midst. 
Demand that they be punished for their 
crimes againgg the people, according to the 
laws which your officials are sworn to up- 
hold. 
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AN APPEAL 


The need for food, clothing and shelter is 
‘so great that it is very doubtful that we 
can reach many of our people. They are 
begging for shelter from the bitter cold 
weather. The Relief Funds are exhausted. 
The Government must step in, but action 

from Washington is slow. We urge all our 
- friends and the more fortunate Union mem- 
bers to aid in relieving the distress until 
gome action is taken. 
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CONVENTION ADOPTS 


RESOLUTIONS DETERMINING 
UNION POLICY 


1—Resolution calling for enactment of 
a new Homestead Law giving “land to the 
landless.” A draft of such a law was ap- 
proved in principle, and union officials were 
instructed to work for passage of such a 
law, 

2.-3.-4.—Resolutions of appreciation to the 
Arkansas Federation of Labor for use of 
‘Convention hall; to the Arkansas Democrat 
and Gazette for fairness in reporting con- 
vention proceedings, and to the Arkansas 
Labor Department and the Labor Commis- 
sioners in appreciation of their work in the 
interests of the farm’ workers in the state. 

5.—A Resolution regretting the inability 
of the Assistant Secretary of Agriculture 
to be present at our convention. 

6.-7.—Endorsing the Sharecroppers Voice 
as the official organ of the union, Executive 
council of the Union is to select the editors. 

8.—Demanding repeal of poll tax as a 
requirement for voting and pledging the 
union to work for immediate repeal of all 
laws disenfranchising workers. 

9.—Endorsing the Rural Workers as a 
supplement to the Voice. 

10.—Endorsed Agricultural Workers Con- 
ference to be held in Washington in March 
and pledged to send delegates from the S. 
TT Ee Ge 

11.—Setting up of the Central Defense 
Committee. 

12.—An appea] to the Government for 
evicted farm workers and croppers. 

18.—Condemned the practice of relief 
agencies jin acting as strike breakers by 
forcing people to work as farm labor on less 
than subsistence wages. 

14.—Demanded proper educational facil- 
ities for all citizens and condemned practice 
of discriminating against Negroes in matter 
of providing schools, Demanded free text- 
books and free transportation for school 
children of all states. 

15.—Demanded enactment of laws to pro- 
hibit child labor in field as well as factory. 

16.—Endorsed petition campaign of Ar- 
kansas Federation of Labor, pledged sup- 
port of §. T, F. U. in securing enactment of 
adequate pension and compensation laws in 
all states, 

17.—Expressing appreciation for work of 
Sutherland and Jones in portraying the 
struggle of the S. T. F. U. in the motion 
picture “Tale of Two Rivers.” 

18.—Demanded repeal of AAA as econ- 
omically unsound. 

19.—Demanded higher wages for day lab- 
or on farms and plantations. 

20.—Endorsed formation of a Farm and 
Labor Party, if and when other organized 
workers and farmers are ready to build a 
political party of their own. Condemned 
both political parties as tools of big inter- 
ests and plantation owners. 

21.—Endorsed Workers Alliance of Amer- 
ica, Union of the unemployed, and instruct- 
ed Executive Council to co-operate in or- 
ganizing the unemployed, ete. 

22.—A resolution calling al] farm work- 


A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Earle, Ark. 
Dear Editor: . 

I was sent to the Anderson Government 
Farm by the Tennessee Transient Relief 
Bureau and the Crittendon County Admin- 
istrator. We moved on the place in May. I 
received a check for 12 dollars which was 
to last two weeks. This lasted until June 
1st and I was given 1 mule, 1 gee 
whiz, and one double shovel plow and five 
hoes. He and my family worked hard, and 
they then stopped the furnish. We appealed 
to the authorities for help and information. 
I asked for seed corn, and when I was sick 
I asked for medicine. I was told there were 
men in Hell wanting ice water. After the 
crops had grown up we got another check 
for 10 dollars. This made a total of $50. 
advanced us, not counting the first check 
which they said was a gift. The last check 
went on grocery bill and to buy cotton sacks 
to pick the cotton in. I made three bales 
of cotton which brought $157.56. We cannot 
get a settlement as they say we are in debt. 
We are blacklisted and ordered to move, but 
where are we to move? Have we had just- 
ice? What are we to do next? Can we get 
our parity money? 

E. M. Mayberry. 
0: 

Note: Mr. Mayberry states that a six 
year old child starved to death on this farm 
last summer and when the Doctor who at- 
tended the people, protested he was not 
allowed to practice anymore on the Ander- 
son Rehabilitation Farm. 

—_9——_—_——_. 
MINISTER FORBIDDEN TO - 
FOLLOW HIS MASTERS 
FOOTSTEPS 


A minister of a large and influential 
church in a nearby city took enough inter- 
est in humanity to go out into the fields 
and attempt to relieve the suffering of 
homeless people. His congregation, it is 
reported, controlled by planters forbade him 
to engage in any more such “subversive 
activity.” 

We wonder what Jesus of Nazareth who 
drove the money changers from the Tem- 
ple would say to this were he on earth to- 
day. We can see the Carpenter dragged 
from the Providence Methodist Church in 
Earle, Arkansas by a mob of plantation cut- 
throats, but we cannot believe that a true 
follower of the “Agitator from Gallilee” 
would submit to dictation by a gang of 
planters. 


ers of thé cotton fields to join with the 


Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union -and to 

help improve their conditions. 

NOTE TO UNION SECRETARIES:— 
Copies of the Convention Proceedings have 

been mailed to alj Locals. Report immed- 

iately if you fail to receive a copy. One copy 

free to each Local. 


Copies of full proceedings are 


now available to anyone interest- 
ed, at the price of 35¢. Order 


from National Office, Box 5215. 


Memphis, Tenn. 
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